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Four Tampa Bay pioneers in the hair industry were honored earlier this month at the Hilton in downtown St. Pete.
(L-R) Shelia Tampa, Angelia Fletcher, Thomas Faucette, Donna Bean, William Bennett III.
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Honoring trailblazing hairstylist

She people-watches
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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Ruthie Jones
Memorial Breakfast

ST.
PETERSBURG
–
Thomas Faucette, vice president of operations for BASiC
Hair Care®, author, educator
and businessman, could not let
2018 pass him by without honoring four local pioneers in the
hair industry. His Dec. 16 banquet paid homage to veteran
stylist and trailblazer Angela
Fletcher, innovator Sheila
Tampa, entrepreneur Donna
Bean and pioneer William Bennett.
Ricc Rollins of Ricc Rollins
Media and salon owner

Frechette Bradley played the
roles of master and mistress of
ceremonies.
“Each of you who have ventured and open your own shops
are trailblazers, and tonight we
celebrate the OGs; the original
people who decided that ‘no’
would never be the answer they
would receive,” said Rollins.
The four honorees have
deep roots in the Tampa Bay
hair industry. In their heyday,
they captivated audiences
around the world consisting of
thousands, and continue to influence generations to come
with not only their hairstyling

prowess but also their fashion,
fashion shows and makeup innovations.
“These four honorees I have
a personal relationship with,”
explained Bradley. “They were
my mentors; they guided me
and opened the door to what
our industry was about.”
And that was what the banquet held at the Hilton in downtown St. Pete was all about.
Faucette wanted to give back to
those who have given so much
to the field of cosmetology and
opened doors to other cosmetologists all over the Bay area. The
night was about celebrating

their excellence, professionalism and entrepreneurship.
Faucette not only wanted to
honor these industry trailblazers, but he also wanted the current and up-and-coming stylist
to see the shoes they are now
trying to fill.
“We have people today
thinking that they’re creating
something, but they’re not.
They are just duplicating,” he
said, adding that these veterans
are a telephone call away.
“They have big hearts and
open doors,” he said, urging
them to reach out to these seaSee STYLIST, page 8

Daystar helping to feed
Native son inducted into
FAMU Sports Hall of Fame the needy
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Feeding those in need
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ST. PETERSBURG — Earlier
this year, Stephen S. Scruggs was
inducted into the 42nd FAMU
Sports Hall of Fame. The enshrinement ceremony was held
in the Alfred B. Lawson Jr. Multipurpose Center and Teaching
Gymnasium on the campus of
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University (FAMU) in Tallahassee.
The 2018 class, known as
“The Magnificent Seven,” included Scruggs along with fellow
inductees Linda Thomas Minor,
Janell C. Staton, Richard Anderson, Bryan Brewer, Terry D.
Giles and Dorsey Hutchinson.
The FAMU Sports Hall of
Fame was founded by athletic director Hansel E. Tookes in 1976.
Tookes recognized the noteworthy contributions of FAMU athletes to the university and the
world of sports and created the
Hall as a way of recognizing the
university’s sons and daughters
permanently.
Scruggs and his fellow inductees in the Class of 2018
joined the nearly 300 others including such trailblazers as
Althea Gibson, the first black ten-

ST.
PETERSBURG
–
Daystar Life Center was determined to make the holidays less
stressful for their clients, most
of them living below the federal
poverty level. Bags filled with
fresh vegetables, meat and
pantry staples helped provide
food for hundreds of food-insecure residents.
Only about 30 percent of
Daystar’s clients are actually
homeless. The rest live in our
community struggling to make
ends meet, to put food on their
table, to have personal hygiene

Stephen S. Scruggs
nis player to breakthrough in the
major tennis tournaments and to
go on to a successful career on
the Ladies Professional Golf Tour.
Also, Robert “Bullet Bob”
Hayes who shattered world
records in track and won a double gold medal in the 1964
Olympic games and earned a
place in the Pro Football’s Hall of
Fame in 2009; William “Bill”
Lucas, the first FAMU baseball
player to be drafted by a professional team and who went on to
become the first black general
manager of a Major League BaseSee SCRUGGS, page 4

products and to keep their utilities on or maintain transportation. Some of them are low-wage
earners, and some of them have
lost their income.
The working poor and the
working homeless are stark realities in St. Pete. Executive Director Jane Walker said she’s
never seen these many homeless people in the 40 years she’s
worked with the underserved
community.
“There are more homeless
now than I’ve ever seen, and
more people on the streets with
a small income,” she said.
See DAYSTAR, page 7

Daystar Life Center is (L-R), Matthew Korol, operations
director; Maria Ortiz, resource advocate and
awesome person; Jane Walker, executive director and
Linda Heilscher, associated director

We Value Diversity | We Value Education | We Value History
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com • 727-896-2922

2

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2018

COMMUNITY NEWS
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

The great James Baldwin

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE HUBBARD, ESQ.
President, ASALH

Without a doubt,
James Baldwin was one of
the most gifted American
writers ever published.
He came of age in the
midst of 20th-century
racial turmoil that defined
and engulfed generations
of African Americans. He
was the intellectual voice
of his generation and ones
to follow.
Born in Harlem, a
black neighborhood in
New York City on Aug. 6,
1924, Baldwin’s biological
father is unknown; his
stepfather was a storefront preacher, who has
been accused of being
abusive to him as a child.
Baldwin graduated from
De Witt Clinton High
School in 1942. As he
grew into manhood, he
was fortunate enough to
study under Harlem Renaissance poet Countee
Cullen.
Being black in America haunted Baldwin, and

in 1948, after being
awarded a Julius Rosenwald Fellowship, he followed other black artists
such as Josephine Baker
and Richard Wright and
moved to France. France
became his home, where
he remained until the beginning of the Civil Rights
Movement.
His language was his
own with his own references and his own intellectual vigor. Baldwin was
often criticized for not
writing in a more simplistic style. He was often
compared to the French
existentialists rather than
other African-American
writers.
While in France, Baldwin published “Go Tell it
on the Mountain,” “Notes
of a Native Son” and “Giovanni’s Room.” His works
required concentration
and a fundamental understanding of politics, history and culture. He was
never an easy read. His
work was, however, always a thing of beauty.

For more than 20
years, he wrote with passion about the effects of
racism in America. In
1963, in the midst of the
Civil Rights Movement,
Baldwin published, “The
Fire Next Time.” It was a
warning of the violence to
come.
He
became
a
spokesperson for the Civil
Rights Movement upon
his return to America and
became a part of the Freedom Movement.
In 1968, after his return, he published “Tell
Me How Long The Train’s
Been Gone.” This book
allowed him to reflect
upon who he had become
by positing himself in the
character Leo Proudhammer where he states: “The
day came when I wished
to break my silence and
found that I could not
speak: the actor could no
longer be distinguished
from his role.”
Baldwin became a
beloved political activist
and continued to both

write and speak. He traveled to the southern
United States and became
known as a peerless public intellectual of profound
genius and compassion.
Later in his life, Baldwin
wrote an introductory
essay titled “The Price of
the Ticket” to a collection
of his essays spanning
from 1948 to 1985 of the
same title:
“Each of us, helplessly
and forever, contains the
other—male in female, female in male, white in
black, and black in white.
We are a part of each
other. Many of my countrymen appear to find this
fact exceedingly inconvenient and even unfair, and
so, very often, do I. But
none of us can do anything about it.”
James Baldwin died of
cancer on December 1,
1987, in Saint-Paul-deVence, at his home in
France.
In 2017, the filmmaker
Raoul Peck completed the
documentary
about

James Baldwin entitled “I
Am Not Your Negro.”
The film received many
accolades. The Guardian
proclaimed it to be “…a
striking work of storytelling…One of the best
movies about the Civil
Rights era ever made…
This might be the only
movie about race relations
that
adequately
explains—with sympathy—
the root causes.”
The New York Times
called it: “Thrilling…a
portrait of one man’s confrontation with a country
that, murder by murder,
as he once put it, ‘devastated my universe’…One
of the best movies you are
likely to see this year.”
Indeed,
Baldwin’s
legacy will undoubtedly
be his ability to put into
words the tremendous
complexity of race in
America. In the concluding paragraph of his introduction to “The Price of
the Ticket” he wrote:
“The price the white
American paid for his

sistant coach in 1993.
Despite Peck’s numerous awards and accomplishments, things
have not always gone
smoothly. During a discussion with four other
coaches on The Players’
Tribune media outlet,
Peck admitted to getting
fired as the head coach of
the
University
of
Florida’s women’s basketball team after winning a national title at
Perdue.
“Let’s talk about second chances and opportunities,” Peck said, “do
those happen as much
for us as they do for people who are not black —
not black women?” This
is a real question, one
that
extends
pass
women’s basketball.
As an ESPN sportscaster, Peck is paid to
watch, analyze, and give
commentary on women’s
basketball games. In
doing so and in knowing
what it takes to win the
championship game, she
scouted teams — meaning both players and
coaches. Peck watches

people for the fans, but
she people-watches for
progress.
In Dawn Staley, coach
of the University of South
Carolina women’s basketball team, Peck found
what she was looking
for—a passage. Staley
provides some background information during
the
coaches’
discussion, “...when Carolyn was on ESPN, and
she would cover our
games and it was two
years before we won the
National Championship,
she would do our games
and she gave me a piece
of her net from when she
won the championship in
‘99. ...a lot of people don’t
understand
because
when you’re close, you
know, although you can
be very confident, there
is always a little doubt
that seeps in that keeps
you fired up and keeps
you on your toes. But
when she gave me the
piece of her net and she
told me that, ‘When you
win it—you’re close.’
She’s
like,
‘You’re
close— when you win it,

I want you to return this
back to me and I want
you to do the same for
someone else… I didn’t
doubt after that.’”
It seems like a small
gesture, but Peck’s act
and its symbol erased all
doubt. Staley went forth
unafraid and became the
second African American
to coach a women’s Division I basketball national
championship team when
she coached the University of South Carolina
team to victory in 2017.
“Let me tell you
where it started for me,”
said Peck, “because I
went to Kentucky. I’d left
Tennessee and...the next
year ‘96 Tennessee won.
And so, I was there
watching the game and
Pashen Thompson was a
post player. And so while
they’re down there cutting down nets, she
looked up and found me
in the stands and goes,
‘You come down here.”
And so I came down
there and when she
climbed the... ladder I
watched her and she cut
two pieces. And when

ticket was to become
white — : and, in the
main, nothing more than
that, or, as he was to insist,
nothing less. This incredibly limited not to say dimwitted ambition has
choked many a human
being to death here: and
this, I contend, is because
the white American has
never accepted the real
reasons for his journey. I
know very well that my
ancestors had no desire to
come to this place: but
neither did the ancestors
of the people who became
white and who require of
my captivity a song. They
require of me a song less
to celebrate my captivity
than to justify their own.”
Earlier this month, an
adaptation of Baldwin’s “If
Beale Street Could Talk”
hit the theaters. He still
lives among us.

CONNECT WITH US!
Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

She people-watches
There is truth in the
adage, “Someone is always watching (you).”
People watch, however,
for different reasons.
Sometimes those reasons promote progress
to be celebrated by both
past and future generations.
Meet Carolyn Arlene
Peck, a television sportscaster and an assistant
coach for the Vanderbilt
women’s basketball program. In 1999, Peck became the first African
American to coach a
women’s Division I basketball national championship team when she
coached Perdue University’s team to victory.
That year, she also became the first woman

and the first African
American to win the
Winged Foot Award, an
award which honors the
best coach in college basketball. Then age 33,
Peck
remains
the
youngest person to coach
a women’s Division I basketball national championship team.
Born January 22,
1966, Peck was named
Tennessee’s Miss Basketball in 1984. Having
continued her basketball
career at Vanderbilt University, in 1988 she graduated from there with a
Bachelor of Arts degree
in communications. After
a short stint away from
the sport, Peck returned
as a professional player
in 1991 and then as an as-
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she came down, she gave
me one and she said,
‘Coach Peck I want you
to keep this until you win
one of your own.’ So
when I went to Purdue,
even as an assistant, I
tied that piece of net to
my shoe and I wore it
every day. If I changed
shoes, I put that raggedy
net on my shoe every day
to San Jose.”
Let’s talk about second chances and opportunities. Now, that is
progress to be celebrated
by both past and future
generations.
Keisha Bell is an Attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com
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COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
FDOT partners with
St. Pete agencies for Gateway
to construction careers
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Florida Department
of
Transportation
(FDOT), the Tampa Bay
Next
program
and
Archer Western-de Moya
Joint Venture—the design-build team constructing
FDOT’s
Gateway
Expressway
project—are working together with several St.
Petersburg agencies to
launch a workforce development pilot for careers
in transportation construction.
The first of three
training sessions were
held earlier this month at
the FDOT’s Pinellas Operations Center and at the
Gateway Expressway job
site.
The week-long training gives candidates the
opportunity to learn
about construction careers and provided
hands-on-training
in
areas such as job site
safety, maintenance of
traffic, earthwork, quality
control, paving, rebar
tying and more. Following the training sessions,
13 people were hired for
full-time positions at a
starting rate of $14.50 per
hour plus benefits.
Pinellas-based community partners include
St. Pete Works, Pinellas
County Urban League,
Pinellas Ex-Offenders

Reentry
Coalition
(PERC), CareerSource of
Pinellas and Pinellas
Technical College. These
community partners recruited and screened candidates for the program
identified barriers to employment and will continue
to
provide
supportive services to enable participants to transition into a new career.
“St. Pete Works, a collaborative of social service agencies and the City
of St. Petersburg working
to train, support and employ the citizens of south
St. Petersburg’s most impoverished census tracts,
is so grateful for this opportunity for our citizens,” said Rich Alvarez,
St. Pete Works grant
manager and PERC director of workforce development. “We believe that
this training and these positions will provide a lifealtering path out of
poverty to an upwardly
mobile career in construction.”
Bringing his industry
experience and enthusiasm, Grant Cool, of The
de Moya Group, led the
workforce development
efforts for the Archer
Western-de Moya Joint
Venture. The Joint Venture enlisted the assistance
of
their
sub-contractors and ven-

dors which brought a variety of topics and depth
to the training.
The Gateway Expressway
Workforce
Training Pilot program
paves the way for new opportunities within the
FDOT’s robust work program. In the next few
years, additional large
projects such as the
Howard
Frankland
Bridge will begin construction.
These projects will
need a large workforce.
The goal is to continue to
develop community partnerships and provide
meaningful employment
and training for workers
in our local community.
The FDOT also hopes to
expand the program to
other projects and counties.
“Our infrastructure
projects create economic
opportunity in local communities, so we’re connecting with agencies
and non-profits that have
deep roots in the St. Petersburg community,”
said Ed McKinney,
FDOT’s planning and environmental administrator.
For more information
about this program, contact FDOT Tampa Bay
Next
at
TampaBayNext@dot.state.fl.u
s or (813) 975-6398.

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF LARGO
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM
FY 2019-2020

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
The City is accepting applications for projects that address affordable housing, homeless, special
needs, homeownership, economic development activities and projects that address community needs
before, during and after an emergency situation from life threatening conditions in accordance with
its CDBG Consolidated Plan Objectives.
The City of Largo estimates it will receive the following funding through the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Program for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2019:
$533,382
$250,000
$783,382

CDBG Entitlement (estimated)
Projected Program Income
Total

The City estimates awarding up to a total of $100,000 for public facility improvements to facilities
benefiting low and moderate- income clients/areas and non-profit affordable rental housing
rehabilitation projects.
Applications: Projects will be evaluated for project eligibility with the funding sources. A scoring
rubric will also be used to rank applications. A copy of the rubric is available with the application.
Factors include:
• Consistency with CDBG Consolidated Plan Goals;
• Project Value (improvement or expansion of services provided);
• Project location (in City limits/outside City limits);
• Past experience of the applying agency with grant-funded projects; and
• Project timeframe for completion.
Facilities or services provided outside of the City must be able to demonstrate that no other similar
services are available in Largo and that the services/facility requesting funding serves Largo residents.
All projects must benefit low and/or moderate-income residents of Largo (80% of area median income
or less). All projects will also be reviewed for eligibility under the CDBG Program guidelines.
TO APPLY: All applications must be submitted electronically through the City of Largo’s online
application. The application is available on the City of Largo's website at: www.largo.com/housing.
Click on the “Applications & Forms” icon on the Housing page under “Subrecipient Applications”.
Interested parties may call or email the City of Largo’s Housing Division for assistance with the
online application. For assistance, please contact the Housing Division at: phone: (727) 586-7489
ext. 7212 or email: housing@largo.com. Prospective applicants are invited to attend the Application
Technical Assistance Workshop at Largo City Hall – Community Room (201 Highland Avenue, Largo,
FL- park/enter on 2nd Avenue NE entrance) on January 8, 2019 from 1:30 PM – 2:30 PM. Proposals
must be submitted electronically through the City’s online application program no later than
5:00 p.m. on February 15, 2019.
Ongoing Programs and Activities: The City of Largo funds housing programs on an ongoing basis
from CDBG, State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP), Home Investment Partnership (HOME),
and Pinellas County Housing Trust funds. These programs include: affordable housing development,
owner-occupied and rental housing rehabilitation, and downpayment assistance.
Applications for affordable housing development activities may be submitted at any time during the
year. This program assists with the creation of new affordable rental housing developments, mixed
income rental developments and housing developments for homebuyers. Replacement of vacant
dilapidated residential infill lots for affordable housing is also eligible under this program. Multiunit developments may also be eligible for affordable housing density bonuses. Contact the City of
Largo’s Housing Division at: (727) 586-7489 ext. 7216 for more information.

Welcome to the
Furniture Gallery!

You’ve got options:
1. Buy now & take it home
2. We can hold up to 72hrs
3. We can Delivery for only $30!

HELP WANTED
Artz 4 Life Academy
POSITION: Center Director – Full time
DESCRIPTION: Management and oversight of afterschool and
summer youth enrichment program with focus on performing arts.
EDUCATION: BA degree from an accredited four-year college or
university.
EXPERIENCE: Minimum of one-year experience in business
management, human service administration or youth
development. Experience in the performing arts preferred.
SKILLS & ABILITIES: Managerial, organizational and
communication skills.
Computer Skills including MS Office.MS PowerPoint. MS
Access. Spreadsheets. Excel, Google Drive, Email. Mail merge.
Web and social skills. Graphic and writing skills.
REQUIREMENTS: Level II background screening. Valid driver
license and automobile liability insurance.
JOB LOCATION: 1751 Kings Highway, Clearwater, FL 33755

Submit resume to
PRPstpete@gmail.com by January 15, 2019

Multiple items at no extra charge. Must be
in South Pinellas area (south of Ulmerton
Road). Some exclusions apply such as
oversized/overweight items which will be
marked and provide more details.
Shopping and donating here helps local
people in need.
New Business Hours
Shop Later on Thursdays and Saturdays
Monday—Wednesday: 10-6 p.m.
Thursday: 11:30-7 p.m.
Friday: 10-6 p.m.
Saturday: 11:30-7 p.m.
Sunday: Closed
Did you know that we are an accredited 501c non-profit? We provide food, shelter, clothes, and even furniture to
local families and veterans. Our goal is to end poverty and suffering right here in our neighborhoods. We accept
drive thru donations in back of the store and also pick up furniture from your home—(2 large pieces as a minimum)
- please see an associate for details.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Through Our Eyes:
Midtown and Beyond

Family Engagement Workshop
a success
ST. PETERSBURG —
More than 75 families attended a Family Engagement Workshop earlier
this month held at John
Hopkins Middle School.
The workshop was created specifically for the
five Transformation Zone
schools: Campbell Park,
Fairmount Park, Lakewood, Maximo and Melrose elementary.
While parents attended two workshop
sessions, the more than

100 children who were in
attendance participated
in student activities led
by the R’Club. The workshops, led by staff from
each of the five schools,
gave parents the opportunity to learn how they can
better support their
child’s education.
A focus group with
district staff was also held
with newly recruited Parent Ambassadors. The
Ambassadors are parentleaders from each of the

five Transformation Zone
schools who will work
with the district on communication and engagement opportunities.
Families were given a
box of food and a bag of
fruit, and the students received toys at the end of
the evening.
The City of St. Petersburg and local churches
provided free transportation to the workshop.

Join us for the annual exhibit of work by multimedia
journalism scholars from Melrose Elementary, John Hopkins
Middle and Lakewood High schools at Studio@620,
620 First Ave. S, St. Petersburg
Opening night: Friday, Jan. 11 from 5-8 p.m.
Poetry Slam and Second Saturday Artwalk:
Saturday, Jan. 12 from 5-8 p.m.
Taste of Midtown and Beyond:
Wednesday, Jan. 16 from 5-8 p.m.
The Studio@620 has showcased scholars’ work in an annual exhibit at
the gallery since 2004.
Free Admission
The program immerses students K-12 in multimedia journalism
training and results in this wonderful annual student exhibition. There
will be an opportunity to get an actual taste of Midtown highlighting
area restaurants in the Midtown community in addition to the visual and
multi-media journalistic exhibition.

Presented in partnership with the Centers for Journalism and Multimedia
at Melrose Elementary, John Hopkins Middle and Lakewood High, Pinellas
County Schools.

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
W W W. T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

Stephen S. Scruggs make history
SCRUGGS, from front page

ball team along with
Coach Jake Gaither.
Scruggs played football at FAMU from 1967
to 1970. According to the
enshrinement program,
“He will be forever remembered as the quarterback who engineered
arguably the biggest victory in FAMU Football
history. He held the reins
of Coach Gaither’s powerful offensive attack
which outgunned the
University of Tampa 3428 in a milestone event
for college football in November 1969.”
That game was historic
because for the first time in
history, a southern historically African American college played a southern
predominantly
white
school in football. FAMU’s
victory changed the way
HBCU coaches, players
and teams were viewed by
the larger society and the
mainstream media.
The enshrinement program states that, “Unquestionably, it was the poised
left-handed Scruggs who
played the pivotal role in
the win, passing for 189
yards and one touchdown,
on 22 completions, while
finishing as the Rattlers’
second-leading rusher in
the game with 111 yards,
highlighted by an electrifying 47-yard scramble – the
game’s longest run.”
This was only one of
Scruggs’ many football accomplishments. He led the

Rattlers to an 8-1 finish as a
junior after a 23-19 victory
over Grambling University
in the 1969 Orange Blossom Classics, earning
MVP honors. Scruggs was
also named 1969 Offensive
Player of the Year.
He would go on to earn
the first of two All-American and All-Southern Intercollegiate
Athletic
Conference notices in
1969, after passing for
1,271 yards and eight
touchdowns on 101 completions, while rushing 64
times for 312 yards and
three more scores and in
the same year would have
one of the longest runs
from scrimmage, a 97-yard
gallop against North Carolina A&T.
Scruggs finished his
stellar football career with
an encore All-American
campaign in 1970, passing
for 1,576 yards and 11
touchdowns on 128 completions, earning a second

MVP award in the Classics
and winning a second Offensive Player of the Year.
Scruggs is a lifelong
resident of St. Petersburg,
attending local schools and
graduating from Gibbs
High School in 1966 where
he played football for the
mighty Gladiators. He was
inducted into the Gibbs
Gladiator Hall of Fame in
2015.
Married to his wife
Maria for 35 years, he is
the proud parent of six children, a loving grandparent
of nine grandchildren and
six great-grands. He and
his wife have been members since childhood of
Historic Bethel A.M.E.
Church where they continue to serve faithfully.
Information for this article was from the 42nd
FAMU Sports Hall of
Fame Enshrinement Ceremony program and relative
Maria L. Scruggs.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2nd annual Ruthie Jones Memorial Breakfast
celebrates the season with families
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Families were treated to
breakfast, toys, carols, a
wisecracking
ventriloquist, and Santa at the second annual Ruthie Jones
Memorial Holiday Breakfast Saturday, Dec. 22, at
the Enoch Davis Center.
Organized by her
daughter, Paulette Jones,
and sponsored by the Midtown Celebrity Club, Inc.,
the event reflected the
vital purpose that Ruthie
Mae Jones, a longtime resident and community
“shero” held dear: sharing
and showing love to the
community.
“The main reason I’m
doing this event is first to
honor the legacy of my
mother, Ruthie Jones, who
was a great leader in the
community and a role model
for all women,” she noted.

Ruthie Mae Jones
passed Dec. 24, 2016. Her
daughter recalled memories of her mother’s life on
Prescott Street for 60
years, taking care of the
children of working parents, looking out for neighbors’ homes when they
went away and always
being “available to extend
her love.”
Now, Paulette Jones
said she’s trying to uphold
her mother’s legacy by
being of benefit to her
community as much as
she can in every way that
she can.
“Most people look at
the holidays as a way to receive gifts, but to me, the
holidays is a way for me to
extend my love for the
community, which my
mom thought was very important,” said stated.
She also shared that
her mother was her inspi-

Minister Tyrone Ford and
First Lady Kadell Ford

ration for starting the Midtown Celebrity Club, Inc.,
a charity focusing on mentoring youth through arts,
while enhancing parental
engagement and civic involvement.
“The
Midtown
Celebrity Club as a
501(c)3, started in 2012. I
saw all the wonderful
things my mother was
doing, and I was trying to
find a way to enhance
what we already were
doing, to raise the awareness that we all need to
get along and work together for the common
good of the community.”
For Paulette Jones,
that means emphasizing
the importance of family
connections. The holiday
breakfast, she said, was
“an opportunity to get to
know our neighbors and
to let our neighbors know
that we are for them, that

Lisa Wilson

we all are connected and
that we all are family.”
Paulette Jones’ sorority
sister Lisa Wilson was
there on behalf of Zeta Phi
Beta, Inc. and their national service project, ZHOPE (Zetas Helping
Other People Excel),
which also contributed to
the event.
Performer Liz Curry
led the families in caroling.
“I’m here to challenge
them on singing their
Christmas carols, because
most people, especially
children, don’t know
Christmas carols,” shared
Curry.
Her husband David
Curry, a guitarist, ventriloquist and magician, supplied lots of laughs with a
humorous puppet.
Paulette Jones’ son,
Paul Jones, second organizer of the event and board
secretary of the charity,

port the community. We
need more things like
this,” said Laquita Glenn,
who was there with her
five children and her sister.
Pastors Brenda Buckins and Tyrone Ford were
on-hand to bless the event
and the food; Alton Cubby
sang spirituals; Thomas
English offered a moment
of reflection. Catering was
supplied by Elma’s Café.
And, of course, there
was Santa, who showed up
to hand out gifts to the excited children and patient
families.
Paulette
Jones
summed up the best part
of the event in one simple
phrase.
“Just to see a smile on
the kids’ faces—you can’t
even put a price on that.”
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Alton Cubby

Raivyn Glenn and Liz Curry

CONNECT WITH US!

spoke proudly of continuing his grandmother’s
legacy.
“We’re very excited.
This is the first year we’re
doing the toy drive and we
got between 100 – 120
toys,” said the grandson,
who stated that around
100 families had preregistered for the event.
“We’ve been hustling
for the last two months to
get as many gifts as possible; I tried to wrap at least
30 a day,” he laughed. “I’m
happy we pulled the whole
thing off.”
Gifts
came
from
United for Christ Freewill
Church, Zeta Phi Beta, the
Midtown Rotary Club and
people who left toys in a
barrel put out at Pam’s
Roti Shop & Caribbean
Market.
“They support the
community and I like to
come to things that sup-

Paulette Jones
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
MLK Day of Service: The Baby
Bag Bonanza
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
With the seventh year of
funding from the Florida
Legislature, St. Petersburg
College and the MLK Advisory Committee are looking
to make the 2019 MLK Day
of Service on Monday, Jan.
21, 2019, the most memorable community service
event to date.
One such project in the
works is called the Baby Bag
Bonanza, a community event
that will give families a
chance for a day of fun and
fellowship while they learn
more about various vendors
in the area that can provide a
host of services for families
with children.
After watching the news
and hearing the story of the
tragic death of two-year-old
Jordan Belliveau in Largo at
the hands of his mother, Ida
Newsome felt compelled to
find a way to support children and families in need of
help.
Newsome, a single
mother, had a chance meeting with Octavia Teharte and
told her about her desire to
find a way to give back. The
two came up with a plan and
earlier this year the Babies
Lives Matters Foundation,
Inc. was born.
“Our mission is to serve
women and families with babies 0-5 with tangible essential supplies, innovative
training, personal development and collaboration,”
Teharte said.
Teharte, who is also a
single mom, said she was excited about the opportunity
to lend a hand.
“Not only do we have

sympathy for the families we
serve, but we have empathy
for them too because we
have been there,” she said.
And even though the Babies Lives Matters Foundation is still a new
organization, the group has
already begun to secure partnerships and training for
clients.
“When people walk away
I want them to feel like they
were served,” Teharte said.
“Even if we can’t provide
what they need, we can refer
them to an agency that can
help.”
Teharte, who serves as
the foundation’s director, said
the organization also provides information to families
about programs and services
they may have known existed.
“A lot of things are a bestkept secret, and they shouldn’t be,” she said.
With all of the quick successes and community support, the foundation team
was confident that they could
qualify for a Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day of Service
grant, funded by the Florida
Legislature and sponsored
by St. Petersburg College,
even though they were a
fairly new organization.
They presented their
proposal, and it was chosen
to be a 2019 grant-funded
project.
“Dr. King was about inclusion and coming together,
and that is what our project is
about,” the mother of four
said.
The first 100 families will
receive a baby bag with
some baby essentials as well
as a few surprises Teharte
says she hopes can make life
a little easier.
“We will even have a raf-

MLK Day of Service:
Feeding those in need
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

Octavia Teharte
fle to give away a few larger
items like a stroller and baby
swing,” she said.
Along with the baby
bags, vendors and giveaways, the event will feature
a DJ and great food as well.
Volunteers will be on
hand to answer questions
and assist attendees with
navigating the vendor tables
and getting the information
they need.
“Our volunteers have
been great,” Teharte said.
“We will have high school
students volunteering as well
as seniors.”
The Babies Lives Matters Foundation received
nearly $5,000 for their service project, which will take
place at Lake Vista Recreation Center on Jan. 19 from
11-3 p.m.
Teharte said she believes
spending the day volunteering and helping families is a
great way to honor Dr. King
and his legacy.
“I truly believe in giving
back,” she said. “I have such
a passion for serving the
community. If you touch one
life, then you have done your
job.”
To reach Karin DavisThompson, email kdavisthompson@theweeklychalleng
er.com

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Harvest is Ripe Outreach Ministry began
like many outreach organizations do – with a
conversation
among
friends about a desire to
want to do more.
For Marsha Chaney,
the group’s founder, the
seed was planted after
she and a friend had a
conversation in her
salon. Chaney is a hair
stylist.
She said the conversation was almost like divine intervention.
“We just began to
weep,” she said. “I had
been given the name
many years before this
but I just didn’t know
how to start.”
As the two friends
continued to talk, they
formulated a plan and expressed their shared desire to help those less
fortunate.
Ultimately, Chaney
said she hopes the ministry will be able to provide transitional housing
for women suffering
from substance abuse allowing them to return to
a normal life eventually.
Additionally, they hope
to be able to provide employment opportunities
and drug counseling.
While Chaney works
towards the organization’s ultimate goal, she
decided that there was a
way they could begin to
help right away.
Four years ago, she
began the God’s People
Helping God’s People

project, providing nonperishable foods, hygiene products and
blankets to try and meet
some of the basic personal care needs of the
homeless in the community.
Two years ago, she
applied for an MLK Day
of Service grant. She was
awarded the grant,
which is financed by the
Florida Legislature and
sponsored by St. Petersburg College, and is now
in her second year as a
grant recipient.
Chaney said she is always honored to be chosen because it gives her
the opportunity to help a
population that she can
really relate to.
“Having been homeless for a time myself at a
young age, I always want
to give back,” Chaney
stated. “It’s my passion to
be able to help those that
are in need.”
As a recipient of the
MLK service award,
Chaney said she would
be able to make care
packages for the homeless community and provide information on how
to contact her organization for additional assistance. She said she
believes that everyone
should remember that
the MLK holiday is about
service and not about
just taking off a day from
work.
“There are so many
different projects that the
people could benefit
from so it’s like shining a
light over the city on this
one special day,” she
said. “Dr. King was all

Marsha Chaney
about equality, unity and
giving back.”
Chaney said she is
proud of how her project
aligns with Dr. King’s belief that everyone deserves to be treated with
dignity and respect no
matter the color of their
skin.
“It is what our organization is all about,” she
said. “Everyone that is in
need, no matter the color
of their skin, deserves a
helping hand.”
Volunteers will assist
with assembling the care
packages and passing
them out in the community. With the help of the
grant, Chaney and her
volunteers will have the
opportunity to introduce
the outreach and the program to a broader audience and increase the
number of lives they can
touch.
“This project means
the world to me,” she
said. “I can give back to
the community and help
those in need with the
services we can provide.”
To reach Karin DavisThompson, email kdavisthompson@theweeklychall
enger.com

MLK Day of Service: Martial arts
tournament models discipline,
grace and courage

MLK Day of Service: Community
Medical Mall offers hope for
kidney disease

BY J.A. JONES

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
At the 2019 MLK Day of
Service on Monday, Jan.
21, students and instructors from five Tampa Bay
area martial arts schools
will model characteristics
that reflect Dr. King’s
words while displaying
their physical prowess.
The MLK Karate Invitational during the MLK
Day of Service at Tropicana Field will feature students from five martial
arts schools, including
youth from Sanuces
Homestead, Childs Park
Rec Tae Kwando, Coker’s
Karate, Budokan Martial
Arts, Tampa Bay Tang
Soo Jitsu School of Survival and the invitational’s
host, Shihan School of
Survival.
Dr. King’s quote: “The
ultimate measure of a
man is not where he
stands in moments of
comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at
times of challenge and
controversy,” serves as an
eloquent inspiration for
the students at Grand
Master Walter Evans’ Shihan School of Survival.
Evans has led youth
and adults to become
more fit, confident and
self-disciplined for nearly
two decades in Pinellas.
He has taught karate, jujitsu and self-defense at locations
including
Campbell Park Elementary, Clearwater Neighborhood Family Center,
North Greenwood Recreation Center, James B.
Sanderlin Center, Academy Preparatory School,
Artz 4 Life Academy,

Grand Master Walter Evans and students
Childs Park Rec and the
Pinellas County Schools
and library systems.
Evans recently shared
how, at an early age, martial arts was linked in his
mind with courage and
community.
“At around eight
years old, I began to be influenced by my mother’s
stories about my Uncle
Jesse, who was a Korean
War veteran. He learned
Korean style karate during the war, came home,
and was very protective of
his family,” said Evans.
Hearing stories of how
his Uncle Jesse would
come to the rescue with
his martial arts skills if
anyone tried to disrespect
Evans’ mother or grandmother gave him the desire to be able to do the
same.
Raised by a single
mother, Evans gained a
sense of how he might become a man known for
taking care of his loved
ones through his uncle, as
well as his grandfather,
with whom Evans stayed
with when he took his
first martial arts class at
the age of nine in New
Haven, Conn.
At the same time,
added Evans, martial arts
training also demanded

an ability to remain in control.
“I learned to keep my
new-found strength and
talents under wraps to
avoid being challenged,
and also avoid being aggressive. I definitely
couldn’t be aggressive because I would hurt other
kids. Once you obtain the
skills [of martial arts] it
humbles you,” acknowledged Evans.
The MLK Karate Invitational at Tropicana Field
will start around 2:30
p.m., with student competitors exhibiting the
self-awareness and skill
Evans and the other instructors have instilled in
them through rigorous
training.
Immediately on the
heels of the MLK Day of
Service, Evans will be
gearing up for his Shihan
School of Survival’s 4th
Annual Karate Tournament on Saturday, Feb.
23, at the North Greenwood Recreation and
Aquatic Complex in
Clearwater, 900 N. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Ave.
The tournament has
drawn students, competitors and visitors from as
far away as Ocala, OrSee KARATE, page 9

ST. PETERSBURG –
It was through her own
personal health crisis with
kidney disease that motivated Janice StarlingWilliams to found the
organization All Kidney
Patients Support Group,
which was established in
2009 and provides education and emotional support
to patients dealing with
chronic kidney disease.
As part of the nationwide MLK Day of Service,
Starling-Williams’ non-profit
organization was awarded a
grant and has established a
one-day Community Medical Mall, which will be held
at the Laos Multicultural
Center, located at 1150 49th
St. N on Jan. 12 from 11- 3
p.m.
The Community Medical Mall will have on-site
medical testing, and medical
professionals will be in attendance to present information about specific illnesses
and also to answer any questions.
BayCare Wellness Services will have a testing area
where they will perform
blood pressure checks and
measure Body Mass Index.
Participants can also have
their TC (total count of white
blood cells), HDL (cholesterol) and glucose tested
with a simple finger prick
and results will be available
immediately. Metro Health,
Wellness & Community will
also have a mobile HIV unit
for testing on site.
Dr. Layal Abdel Rahman, nephrologist and director of Transplant Institute
of Florida, will give a presentation, and Angela Loggins

Last year's MLK Day of Service event
will speak from her personal
experiences on how to understand and navigate the
ins and out of the Medicare
program.
Information booths will
be set-up on several diseases
that severely impact the
black community, including
heart disease, cancer, diabetes, and hypertension.
Other vendors include:
• Hillary Miller, Oil
Guru, Doterra Oil, Inc.
• Laurie Laferty,
Human Health Insurance
• Mary Siegel, BSN,
RN, CHFN, Heart Failure
Disease Coordinator
• Kidney Smart Classes
Inc
•
Lynn
DeCola,
CPO/LPO, Lifelong Prosthetics, Inc.
• Megan — Stretch-nGrow St. Petersburg
• Principal, Cooper
Dawson, North Shore Elementary
• Walter Evans, Shihan,
School of Survival
• Yolanda JohnsonJohnson
Investment
Agency
• American Association
of Kidney Patients
• LifeLink
• Zaneta Ellison,
LMHC, Owner and operator of New Vision Behavioral Health Inc.
• Monique Searight —

S.O.U.L. Organization
Information will be
available on obtaining low or
zero cost medical services
that are available in the area
and the insurance options
that are still available for economically stressed patients.
The Community Medical Mall will also partner
with High Profile Motivational Services, Inc. who will
be hosting “Transformed
Community Unity Day,” a
day of family fun and entertainment outside of the Laos
Multicultural Center facility
on the same day.
According to the US
Renal Data System 2015 Annual Data Report and the
Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid services, the annual Medicare spending to
treat kidney failure in the
U.S. is approximately $31
billion and over 89,000 people with end-stage renal disease (kidney failure) die
annually.
Diagnosed in her mid30s with renal disease, Starling-Williams’ condition in
part was due to the medication that she was taking due
to her hypertension. She
said hypertension and diabetes have been found to be
two of the leading causes of
kidney disease.
See MEDICAL, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Homelessness is on the rise
DAYCARE, from front page

The working homeless
are those with such low
paying jobs that they cannot afford a permanent
place to live. They may
move around to friends
and relatives or live out of
motels.
Situated in downtown
St. Pete, Walker can remember a time when
Daystar was surrounded
by affordable housing.
Now, low-wage earners,
the elderly and those with
disabilities have been

pushed out to make room
for expensive condominiums.
“The housing crisis
wasn’t the same,” she
noted. “We had poverty,
and we still had people
struggling, but we didn’t
have the kind of crisis
we’re having with people
really not having any place
to live, period.”
Without a place to live,
necessities such as food,
clothing and hygienic
products fall by the way-

side. Maintaining employment is next to impossible, and children fail in
school.
“They might not be the
most pleasant child. They
might be falling asleep in
class. Those are folks in
our community,” she asserted.
Daystar’s mission is to
provide the necessities of
life to their neighbors in
need, and with more than
200 volunteers and donations from the community,

Gibbs Classes
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Scholarship
Holiday Party
Friday, December 28, 2018
8:00 pm to Midnight
Tickets $20.00 • Cash Bar - BYOF
Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water
Music by DJ NRW of Tampa

Gulfport Casino
Ballroom
5500 Shore Blvd. S.
Gulfport, FL 33707
For tickets and information, call
Mary Allen (727) 327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams (727) 501-6552
Major Macon (727) 643-6506

they are able to provide individuals and families with
emergency food, clothing,
personal care products, internet and phone access,
income tax return preparation, bus passes and gas
vouchers, help with obtaining identification and a
safe place for their mail to
be delivered.
“If we can get people
in a stable place where
they know where they’re
going to sleep that night,
where they know they’re

going to have a meal and
where they know they are
going to be safe and free
of fear, they are going to
succeed.”
The Dec. 22 food giveaway was executed perfectly. Although hundreds
of people were served,
there were no lines because recipients were
given appointment times.
More than 60 volunteers
worked in concert to stuff
the bags with food according to household size, and

pint-sized volunteers carried the food to the client’s
cars.
Daystar will soon
move into a new 10,000
square foot building
across the street from the
Thomas “Jet” Jackson
Recreation Center in the
Wildwood neighborhood.
With all of the expensive
new construction going
up in the downtown area,
their current location at
226 6th St. S, no longer
serves the neighborhood.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Veteran stylist honored
STYLIST, from front page

soned business owners.
“We have people right
here in our backyards. We
need to reach out to those
who have been successful. “
Attendees
were
treated to a glimpse of
what these impresarios of
hair and high fashion dazzled the crowds with
decades ago. Tampa’s
segment, “Black and
White Styles,” featured
young models rockin’
wild black and white runway looks from their
clothes to their hair.
Fletcher pulled out of
her theatrical bag of tricks
some of the stunts she
wowed the crowds with
back in her day. Although
she didn’t have live wild
animals on stage—a trope
she was known for—she
did style hair and applied
makeup live on a model,
tilting her segment “Your
Hair is Your Accessory.”
Bean, known for creating trends and having the
same
clientele
for
decades, featured three of
her clients modeling their
natural hair to the sounds
of saxophonist Henry
Ashwood playing live. She
is credited with bringing
hair-show fever to the
area.
And although recently
retired Bennett did not
share with the audience
his past, he did humbly
accept his award.
“There’s
nothing
greater
than
being
blessed by your peers,”
he said. “It’s my honor to
accept this award on behalf of all of you who have
supported me all these
years, and I’m truly grateful for the opportunity.”
As the evening came
to a close, Bradley, who
has either been mentored
or personally touched by
each honoree, had a few
words to say to established cosmetologist and
salon owners.
“These people paved
the way for me, you and
others. As you leave here
tonight, remember you’re
paving the way for some-

one. Open your doors to
future professional, be a
mentor, give back to your
community.”

offering free haircuts to
Bay area nursing homes
residents. His legacy will
always be that of a consummate business owner,
mentor, educator and conversationalist.

William Bennett III
William Bennett III
Born and raised in
Florida, William Bennett
III has gone by the
moniker of “frog” since
middle school where he
was known for leaping
great distances in track
and field. A master hairstylist and businessman
for more than 40 years, he
attended Sunstate Academy in Largo and has
been a licensed professional since the 1970s.
Providing hair care for
a diversified clientele of
all ages and ethnicities, he
worked
as
an
educator/platform artist
for L’Oréal Softsheen-Carson. Bennett III also
taught business management and was lead relaxer
instructor for the southeast region.
He has worked abroad
in more than 20 countries
and has been featured in
numerous newspaper articles, magazines and platforms on the main stage
at Bronner Brothers International Trade Show.
Bennett III provided
many opportunities for
apprenticeships to future
professionals,
giving
them a solid foundation
on which to build. His infectious personality led
people to hang out in his
salon long after their service was complete.
He supports his community and continues to
give back through church
and community service,

Angelia Fletcher
Angelia Fletcher
A Florida native,
Fletcher graduated from
Dixie Hollins High School
and accepted a four-year
scholarship to the University of South Dakota Yankton campus, majoring in
public relations with a
minor in theater. After a
brief stint in the corporate
world, she enrolled in
beauty school at Mirror
Lake/ Tomlinson Adult
Center in 1984, where she
challenged the state with
only 600 hours under her
belt and passed.
The next seven years,
she worked alongside her
mother,
Willie
Mae
Fletcher, who encouraged
her to enroll in courses
and become certified by
hair weaving master Clem
Lue Yat in 1988. The next
year, she took first place
for the State of Florida in
the area of craftsmanship,
which allowed her the opportunity to compete for a
spot on the USA Olympic
Styling Team.
Fletcher quickly outgrew her mom’s salon
and opened her own in
1991 aptly named Angelia’s Hair Safari because
of the jungle theme with
cheetah print styling
chairs and African artifacts throughout. Between 1992-94, Fletcher
received certifications in

hair replacement and became a master hair colorist. The latter part of
1994, she was awarded a
contract from Home
Shopping Network where
she was on call to work
with various celebrities,
her favorite being Diahann Carroll.
Employed
by
L’Oréal in 1995, she became the head educator
for Perma of Paris where
she traveled the world
teaching the proper techniques of coloring ethnic
hair while doing freelance
platform work for companies such as Nairobi and
Ultra Sheen.
By 2006, Fletcher
launched Angelia’s Hair
Alterations, which featured her own products
such as lace front wigs,
flex wefts and hair for fusing and sewing. She also
started traveling the country teaching her own seminars
about
hair
replacement.
Fletcher’s community
service includes chairing
and co-chairing the American Cancer Society’s
Relay for Life, ambassador for the National Kidney Foundation, sitting
board member for KPS,
producer and director of
Pinellas County Schools’
anti-bullying production
and director of Illustrated
Ministry at Victory Christian Center Church.

Donna Bean
Donna Bean
A native New Yorker,
Bean moved to Florida in
1978 after marrying her

high school sweetheart
Allan Bean. She attended
Wilfred’s Academy in
1979 and started styling in
1980.
In 1982, she became a
subcontractor and platform artist for Alberto
Culver, known to most as
Motions Hair Care Products. She remained with
them for 28 years, traveling nationally as well as
internationally. She has
been featured in various
magazines such as Jet and
Ebony and boasts a full
layout in Shop Talk. She
has even created a look
and learn instructional
book to assist licensed
professionals with hair
cutting and style techniques from beginning to
end.
In 1984, she and her
husband opened Shear
Essence, an upscale salon
serving hot tea, wine and
smooth
jazz.
Sheer
Essence was the first to
light up the city with their
elaborate annual extravaganzas showcasing hairstyles and fashions. These
showcases opened the industry to work as a family
by offering other stylists
to participate.
In 1995, the dynamic
duo bought and renovated the building at 3425
22nd Ave. S, where the
shop thrives today.
After 33 years of marriage, in 2011, her husband passed away, leaving
a wonderful legacy and a
testament to hard work
and perseverance. Shear
Essence will be turning 35
years old next month.
Bean has contributed
to the Sickle Cell Foundation, Gibbs High School
arts program, sorority
and fraternity youth and
adult organization, local
church organizations and
served on the advisory
board at Pinellas Technical College.
Shelia Tampa
Born and raised in St.
Pete, Tampa graduated
from Boca Ciega High
School and enrolled in
Pinellas Technical Educa-

tion Center’s cosmetology
program, now known as
Pinellas Technical College. After graduating,
she immediately started
working as a stylist at Dr.
Frogue’s Hair Styling.
In 1992, Shelia started
her own business by
opening up Studio S Hair
Designs. She was initially
the sole stylist, but within
two or three months, she
opened up to booth
renters. Studio S was
booming. Tampa and Studio S Hair Designs sponsored several highly
successful hair and fashion shows through the
years.
Tampa was often
asked for consultation by
many other stylists, experienced and not so experienced. In late 2004, Sheila
closed down her business
and moved to Atlanta with
her husband. However,
she would fly back to St.
Pete regularly for certain
customers.
In 2007, she returned
to St. Pete and eventually
started renting a booth at
House of Styles, her present work site.
Tampa is well-known
and respected as a master
cosmetologist. Her contributions to the community
include working with Star
Status events, St. Pete
Prima Donna, a sponsor
for Naudia Campbell’s Pillow Talk and a panelist for
St. Petersburg Chapter of
Links, Inc. Career Fair &
Education Symposium.
Congratulations from
The Weekly Challenger!

Shelia Tampa
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COMMUNITY NEWS
On the Scene
with Faye

BY FAYE TIPPY

African Americans in technology
history and future
Can you believe 2018 is
toast? Time for resolutions,
new starts, new goals. In
Jan., we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday and February is Black
History Month; it’s also a
time to make plans for career changes and or advancement.
Technology and understanding the unheralded
and undersung past and
looking forward to the opportunities available today
locally and cost-effectively
is my focus. That is what
led me to the Tarpon
Springs campus of St. Petersburg College where
they provided a quick look
at many who are not usually highlighted in American history.
Below are a few that
were featured in their 2018
African American History
Month heroes’ exhibit.

designer of small rocket
engines. Born in the 1920s,
he was one of the first
African Americans to become an engineer at Republic Aviation.

jects of the film “Hidden
Figures.” She was a mathematician and aerospace
engineer. A graduate of
Hampton Institute, she
was the first African-American engineer to work at
the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
(NASA).

O. S. Williams

Mary Winston
Jackson

Elijah McCoy

Gerald A. Lawson
Gerald A. Lawson is
famous for being a video
game pioneer. Lawson was
one of a few African-American
engineers
who
worked in computing at
the beginning of the video
game era. He is an inspiration for future game developers.
O. S. Williams was an
aeronautical engineer and

Elijah McCoy was
born in 1844 and was one
of the first African-American engineers. He was
trained in
Scotland after his family fled the U.S. to escape
slavery. Once he returned,
McCoy was unable to find
work in this profession.
He, however, developed
designs and inventions related to lubrication systems
to make railroad operation
more efficient, the ironing
board, the lawn sprinkler
and other machines. In his
lifetime he was credited
with more than 60 patents.
Mary Winston Jackson was one of the sub-

Valerie L. Thomas
Valerie L. Thomas is
an African-American scientist and mathematician.
She is recognized as the inventor of the Illusion
Transmitter, for which she
received a patent in 1980.
Her interests in science,
math and physics led her
to study at Morgan State
University and to work at
NASA.
Fast forward to 2019,
the very real opportunity
to advance careers and or
start creating new opportu-

HEALTHY LIVING
NATURALLY
By Dr. Ramona Valentine
Do you crave soft
drinks? Part of the reason
is the secret formula in
Coca-Cola and Pepsi Cola
products that is highly addictive. These secret ingredients are hidden and
undisclosed due to their
patents but are so addictive
that I have nicknamed it
“liquid crack.” There are
many diseases linked to
soft drink consumption.
Sodas increase insulin
levels in the body, which
makes one more prone to
obesity, heart disease, diabetes, premature aging,
arthritis, kidney stones,
chronic kidney disease,
liver damage, tooth decay,
heartburn and acid reflux,
hypertension (high blood

pressure), impaired digestion, osteoporosis and now
we know that it is also
linked to various types of
cancer.
The types of cancers
that increase with high
sugar consumption are
breast, throat and colon
cancer. Some cancers have
been seen to disappear
upon changing to a keto
diet, which removes all carbohydrates from the diet to
starve out the cancer cells
that then die.
The average person
consumes over 40 pounds
of sugar per year, and some
of this is in the form of high
fructose corn syrup used in
soft drinks, which is about
20 percent sweeter than

white table sugar.
A daily soft drink can
cause more than one
pound of weight gain
monthly; just add two per
day and that is a weight
gain of 24 pounds a year. In
four years, you will have
gained almost 100 extra
pounds.
People who drink a lot
of sodas are more prone to
develop risk factors for
heart disease. Those who
drink more than one soft
drink per day are in risk of
the development of a metabolic disease, which has
the following symptoms:
Central obesity, high blood
pressure, elevated fasting
blood sugar, low levels of
good cholesterol (HDL)

nities for women and
African Americans exists.
Advanced manufacturing,
or the use of technology to
improve products and
processes, is the term
being used to describe this
emerging field.
To that end, SPC has
launched a new program
to help participants obtain
free or low-cost training offered through their Workforce
Institute.
Mechatronics and electromechanical
technician
training is being offered as
hybrid classes (online and
labs) where you can study
at your own pace. Optional
college credits and certification are available.
The program prepares
technicians for advanced
manufacturing with high

tech positions needed to
sustain the industry. Initial
funding ($1.5 million) is
provided by the State of
Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity
awarded to SPC in 2018.
Grant manager Lori
Craig is hosting an information and assessment
session on Jan. 5 at the
Clearwater campus. In addition, future job prospects
for graduates will be assisted by networking, job
fairs and career events
with industry and trade organizations planned for
2019.
Industries that projected to increase their
workforce in this field include automotive, aerospace, biomedical, food
processing and pharma-

Soft drink addiction
and elevated fasting triglycerides.
The sugar content in
soft drinks causes blood insulin to rise thereby creating weight gain. Daily soft
drink
consumption
stresses the body’s ability
to process sugars. Some researchers believe that the
high sugar consumption of
Americans has caused the
Type 2 diabetes cases to
more than triple over the
years.
Drinking soft drinks
when one should be drinking clean water causes dehydration, which can cause
joint pain, premature wrinkling and sagging skin and
other symptoms of aging.
The high phosphoric

content in colas changes
the urine in a way that promotes the formation of kidney stones. The chemicals
and carbonation are very
hard on the kidneys and
can damage them.
Overconsumption of
sodas can put you at risk for
cirrhosis of the liver. The
excess sugar can cause
cavities in the teeth. The
high acidity can cause
heartburn in soft drinks.
The carbon dioxide bubbles can cause distention of
the stomach.
Some researchers believe that high consumption of soft drinks leads to
hypertension and this finding is with both regular and
diet soft drinks.

Martial arts tournament

Medical Mall offers hope

From KARATE, page 5

From MEDICAL, page 5

lando, Miami, Manatee
County and New York
City.
Evans said he’s proud
to be the first African
American in the midFlorida region to hold an
open tournament for the
fourth year in a row.
He is currently planning a new program for
older youth (ages 13 – 21)
to address issues including car thefts and gangs.
Evans knows from personal experience how
martial arts can help direct the energy that can
lead teens and young
adults to act out in the
wrong way.

Evans hopes the program will prepare youth
to become respectful
members of the community, able to hold good
jobs, reject drug use and
unhealthy eating habits
and avoid behaviors like
car theft, robbery and selling drugs.
“The fact that they
want to steal and drive a
car has to be quelled with
a replacement, a reward,”
Evans noted, likening
their joy of speeding, driving and showing off to offering an emotional high.
“Being in a martial
arts class, they’re getting
the same thing, but in-

stead they’re feeding their
egos by training hard so
they can perform well in
class and in tournaments,” he asserted.
Evans believes the
adrenalin rush offered by
martial arts classes and
competition might be a
welcome replacement for
the community youth
with troubled behavior.
For more information
on Shihan School of Survival visit www.shihansos.com, or call (727)
641-0127.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

ceuticals. Florida is in the
top 10 for new manufacturing states.
African
Americans
have a long history in creating and developing new
technologies. We had to do
the labor, so it only makes
sense that we would develop ways to work
smarter. Like Plato said,
“Necessity is the mother of
invention.”
The next information
session and assessment is
Jan. 5 at the Clearwater
campus, 2465 Drew Street,
Clearwater. For more information, contact Lori
Craig at Craig.Lori@spcollege.edu or (727) 791-2505.
To reach Faye Tippy,
email ftippy@theweeklychallenger.com

She endured a kidney
transplant in 2013 and
rounds of dialysis. StarlingWilliams and her family are
the owners of The Starling
School and Day Care Center, and she continues to
fight her own personal battles with health issues while
advocating for better health
for others through her organization.
Starling-Williams is encouraging the community to
have annual physical checkups and tests performed to
stay abreast of any possible
health issues.
“You need to stay on
track and get your lab work,
ask specific questions in-

cluding knowing your family
history,” she stated.
For women, she feels
that a yearly mammogram
and pap smear are a must
and for men a prostate
exam. She also recommends that everyone
should have a Comprehensive Metabolic Panel
(CMP), which measures a
broad spectrum of 14 different components including
glucose, creatinine, potassium and a urinalysis.
If one does not have private insurance, there are
other economical choices
that are available throughout the city such as the St.
Petersburg Free Clinic, the

Digestive problems are
also seen with soda consumption such as upset of
the acid-alkaline balance in
the stomach. It can lead to
stomach and duodenal lining inflammation.
Hope this information
proves helpful for your
quest to good health.
If you have any questions regarding this article,
please email me at doctorvalentine@aslimmeryou.us
Dr. Valentine is a weight
loss consultant, a health consultant and a chiropractor.
You can reach her at 855771-SLIM (7546) or stop by
A Slimmer You at 10300
49th St. N, Suite 211. Log
on to www.aslimmeryou.us
for more information.

Public Health Department
and the Johnnie Ruth
Clarke Health Center.
Starling-Williams feels
that it is fear of the unknown that immobilizes us
to search for medical answers.
“We have to learn to
love ourselves and our bodies,” she shared. “For better
quality of life when you get
older, early detection is the
key,” she related.
Lunch and refreshments will be provided to
those attending. For more
information, log on to AKPsupportgroup.org, email
akpsg@earthlink.net or call
1-888-999-AKPS (2577).
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Little League baseball is back!

Ready, Set Kindergarten

ST. PETERSBURG –
Calling all baseball and softball players: Gulfport Little
League is back in business!
Fundamental skills are
lost in our game today, and
Gulfport Little League is
the place where your child
will learn those basic skills
and become a more complete
and
better
baseball/softball player.
The vision of leadership is
to develop their skills both
on and off the field to help
mold our players into great
citizens and future community leaders.
Gulfport Little League’s
goal is to recreate the inevitable, the allusive Little
League World Series appearance. The last appearance for a St. Petersburg
team was in 1948 when the
St. Petersburg All-Stars
played the Lock Haven AllStars from Pennsylvania.
The event was referred to
as the National Little
League Tournament and

PINELLAS COUNTY
— Before you know it,
the first day of kindergarten will be here. And
to assist parents in their
preparation for the start
of their child’s formal education, Pinellas County
Schools is hosting Ready,
Set Kindergarten events
throughout the district.
Events will be held Jan.
15, 16 and 17 at neighborhood schools.
At the Ready, Set
Kindergarten events, parents can register for
kindergarten, explore
classrooms, meet teachers and learn about opportunities
to
get
involved. They can also
find out about great programs available, such as
art, music, gifted programs, science labs,
STEM academies, physical education and other
enrichment programs.
Check the Ready, Set
Kindergarten schedule at
www.pcsb.org/kg to find
out details for the elementary school near you.
Tips to help your
child transition to kindergarten.

did not adopt the World Series title until the following
year.
Let’s take an old tradition and traditional league
and transition into the best
Little League in the Tampa
Bay area!
To accomplish this awesome feat, we will need
your help. Our board members have made a strategic
decision in the direction we
should take regarding the
future of Gulfport Little
League, and we are looking
for
players,
parents,
coaches, board members
and community supporters
ready and willing to commit
to a newer version of old
school, old fashion baseball.
Our board members
consist of Trevor Mallory
(president);
Maleke
Fowler (vice president);
Karesha Nash (treasurer);
Kim Marshall (player
agent); Missie Garrison
(safety officer); Oran
Walker (field manager) and

Ashlee Stafford (concession manager).
Spring tryout dates are
Jan. 22 and 24 from 6-8:00
p.m. and Jan. 2 from 9-11:00
a.m. for all youth ages 4-15
both baseball and softball.
Fee for spring season 2019
is $50, $25 for each additional sibling for kids 7 &
up and $40 for kids 4-6 (teeball).
This fee includes a jersey and hat. Parents must
provide grey pants, socks
and belts). For early registration before Dec. 31 is
$40 for kids 7 & up (baseball & softball) and $30 for
tee-ball.
There are also a few
other available board positions for those who are interested.
For more
information, please log on
to http://tshq.bluesombrero.com/gulfportll, call
(727) 768-2844 or (727)
656-6957, or email gulfportlittleleague18@gmail.c
om.

C ONNECT W ITH U S !

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For
more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County
hospice:
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing
continuous medical care if your loved one has
uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their
quality of life and your peace of mind.
• Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000
community volunteers, helping us provide the best
possible care for your loved one.
• With a local foundation that supports services and
care not paid for by insurance. This means your
donations and support of our hospice stay in your
community.
• That’s part of the larger Empath Health network
including palliative care, home health, elder
care, advance care planning and more – offering
complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org

One of the most important things you can do
is read to your child and
talk together about what
is happening in the story
as you read.
Help your child look
at the pictures to understand the story.
See if your child
knows how to turn pages
as you move through the
story.
Nonfiction books are
a great way to learn
about science and social
studies.
You can talk about
the pictures and share
some of the information
about the topic.
Each day, let your
child select a book for
you to read aloud.
Visit your local library to expand the number of books your child
has access to.
Go online and read a
digital book
Learn more tips and
find more tools at
www.pcsb.org/kg
UPCOMING
The students from
Melrose
Elementary,
John Hopkins Middle

and Lakewood High
schools will present the
Through Our Eyes: Midtown and Beyond. The
photo and multimedia exhibit will be held Jan. 1128 at The Studio@620 located at 620 First Ave. S,
St. Petersburg. An opening celebration, which
will feature student-led
tours, will be held from 58 p.m. Friday, Jan. 11 at
The Studio@620.
A Poetry Slam and
Second Saturday Artwalk
will be held Sat., Jan. 12,
5-8 p.m. A Taste of Midtown and Beyond will be
held 5-8 p.m. Wed., Jan.
16. This is a great opportunity to view the exhibit
while sampling the finest
fare of local restaurants
and food vendors.
This is the annual
Journeys in Journalism
Exhibition and is a result
of
Pinellas
County
Schools’ Journeys in
Journalism program. The
Journeys in Journalism
program immerses K-12
students in multimedia
journalism training and
results in the annual student exhibition.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784
Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Watch Night Service 12/31/18.............9pm

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.

Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

............7:00 p.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Al and Bunny Downing’s
Marriage for GOD
“Seventy-four years ago on December 20th 1944, my father and mother,
“Al”and “Bunny” Downing, were wed.
They were great examples of what
JESUS would do and their love was always shared.
Daddy and Mommy left a lasting
legacy of wisdom, love, peace, and joy.
Their paths always demonstrated
strength and courage as they worshipped their precious and loving
LORD.
They trusted in the LORD JESUS,
for their direction and guidance; they
knew a marriage ruled by You, Heavenly Father, was one of complete reliance.
Daddy and Mommy thanked the
LORD JESUS for His grace and for His
mercy; for they knew that a marriage of
unconditional love, had strength
through controversy.
They praised You LORD JESUS with
all of their hearts; and knew with their
Hallelujahs, Your love would never part.

They prayed for GOD’s forgiveness,
when they forgot to heed His call; they
always knew a marriage grown in
GOD’s wisdom, would stand and never
fall.
They loved GOD as they remembered to walk by faith with grace; their
Marriage was directed by JESUS
CHRIST, and they had the courage not
to lose this earthly race.
Al and Bunny Downing honored and
obeyed the LORD as they vowed to forever endure; because their marriage devoted to JESUS, was a marriage that was
tried and sure.
They held on to their LORD JESUS,
as they humbled themselves each day;
for their
marriage was in GOD’s keeping and
they never forgot to pray.
Thank you Daddy and Mommy for
demonstrating a marriage devoted to
GOD; Have a Blessed Anniversary in
Heaven today and from earth we will applaud.”

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2018

13

CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Now the birth of Jesus
Christ was on this wise:
When as his mother Mary
was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she
was found with child of the
Holy Ghost. … And she
shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name
Jesus: for he shall save his
people from their sins.
Matthew 1:18, 21
As we closed in on
Christmas day, on Sunday,
we were presented with a
message from Pastor Brown
from Luke 2:1-16, entitled ‘A
Just Enough Gift’. He offered for our consideration
that Christmas is about
Jesus wishing us enough.
He pointed out that for the
persons in this section of
scripture, God didn’t take
away their pain, problems,
anxiety or fear but provided
‘just enough’. He also reminded us that while we believe in Jesus and are on the
Lord’s side, it doesn’t mean
we won’t have to deal with
pain, problems, and the complexities of life. Instead
we’ve come to the realization
that pains and problems still
show up, and the good news
is that God is the God of just
enough to overcome what
we’re going through. We,
therefore, should have a
praise on our lips for God
giving us just enough. We
were encouraged to stop
dwelling on all we’ve lost and
praise God for all he’s given.
Pastor Brown showed us

that the three individuals all
got a just enough gift from
the gift called Christ that included the following: (1) It
Was a Just Enough Gift for
Joseph’s Hope. We remember that Joseph found himself in a situation where he
hoped for love and a marriage but the one he was engaged to was with child. His
situation looked like it was a
great scandal but as God,
through a dream, gave
Joseph a message of hope
that let him know the journey he was worth the wait
would endure. For us, we
may be waiting for something which hasn’t materialized but we need to have
hope that knows we serve a
God who is a just enough
God. God keeps giving us
what we need to keep us
hoping and in the right season and at the right time God
will perform it; (2) It Was a
Just Enough Gift for Mary’s
Healing. Mary didn’t have
baby blankets, but tattered
rags to wrap her child and
there was no room in the
inn. Mary knew that this
was not an ordinary child
but the Christ child. They
find that the only place that
they had, a stable, was a just
enough gift for her to forget
the pain and the dreadful
place where she had to give
birth. The question for us,
have we put our mind on
Jesus and he made us forget
about all the things we go
through; and (3) It Was a

Just Enough Gift for the
Shepherd’s Help. The shepherds were watching their
flock by night, a dangerous
time for them because of
predators hiding under the
shadow of darkness. But it
was a just enough gift to help
them in dark and difficult
time. Have we had dark and
difficult days when we couldn’t see our way? But God
sent the right help at the
right time, he brought sunshine on a cloudy day, he let
us hear the right message at
the right moment, or he allowed someone to text or call
us at the right moment. God
knows when to show up with
a just enough gift to see us
through. May God give you
eyes to see and ears to know
that a Just Enough Gift,
Jesus Christ, has been given
to us for this season and all
the seasons of our lives.
As we close out 2018, we
invite you to join us for
Watch Night Services on December 31 at 10:00 pm.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Welcome, it is always our
pleasure to open our doors to
those having a desire to worship with us and it is our
hope that you will continue to
do so – as a member or a
friend of the Ship. Where,
with open hearts and arms,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Moderator, First Lady
Teresa L. Evans, the Official
Family and Members stand
ready to make you most welcomed. Trusting that your
time spent with us will be a
life changing experience, first
as an honored visitor/guest
and should the Lord lay it
upon your heart to become a
part of our Church Family as
we are a body of believers.
Wednesday starts with our
Bread of Life Ministry at
11:00 am, followed by
“Wednesday in the Word”
(the Learning Arm of our
church) at 12:00 noon and
again at 7:00 pm. Sundays,
Early Morning Worship
Service at 7:45 am, Church
Sunday School (the Teaching
Arm of our faith) begins at
9:30 am and finally our MidMorning Worship Service at
10:45 am. All will have the
opportunity to experience
the “It’s just nice to be nice”
church. Don’t sit out church,
God has Blessed us tremen-

dously, we owe Him at least a
Thank You.
For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us by
the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South,
St.
Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”:
Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com Transportation is available - Call
the Church at (727) 906-8300
– Monday – Friday from 9:00
AM – 3:00 PM.
“NOEL NOEL NOEL”
Sunday, December 23,
2018 at 5:00 pm
“O Holy Night” A Family
Candlelight Service, Traditional Christmas Carols,
Dance, The Words of Christmas and Fellowship, presented on the Rogers Organ
– 940. The community is invited to join us in this worship
experience of what is the real
reason for the season.
Fifth Sunday Schedule:
Sunday, December 30,
2018 at 8:00 am Sunday

Church School, 8:45 am, our
Guest Speaker will be Dr.
Joseph Gordon, Pastor Emeritus at the Morning Worship.
Pastor is asking the Sanctuary Choir (which includes
the Male Chorus and all
Teens, Adult Women Dance
Ministry) to serve. Brother
Leonard Tyson of Baltimore,
Maryland with be our Guest
Musician.
Monday, December 31,
2018 at 9:45 pm - Watch Night
2018, the Annual Watch
Night Service, this year we
will feature our anointed and
amazing Sanctuary Choir
under the direction of the
Conductor, Dr. Kevin B. Parrott, our Pastor Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., will bring the Annual State of the Choir Address and the anointed Word.
Brother Bobby Robinson is
asking all Laymen and men
of the Ship to assist with the
parking, your help is greatly
appreciated. You don’t want
to miss Watch Night Service
2018
Merry Christmas, Happy
Kwanzaa and a Very Blessed
New Years
From Our Friendship
Family to Your Family
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor & First Lady Teresa L.
Evans

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord saints.
WOW!!!
There is so much that South St. Pete
has experienced the past 12 months and
there is soooo much I could write on to finish the year out but, I’m not gonna end
this year’s last article on a sour or negative
note, although it’s ripe for the picking.
No, I believe 2019 will usher in a new
beginning of good, well, being real, hell, it
can’t get no worse I don’t think.
Yeah, I said it.
Just know this, I’m definitely the most
realist Pastor, preacher, teacher, you have
ever and will ever encounter. The difference between me and the rest is I know
how to repent, as I just did and I will ALWAYS do the Will of the Father, My Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
I know my anointing and God’s Divine
purpose on my life and nothing will hinder
that nor will money, power, or social status
influence it. That’s more than I can say for
others.
Some put on this facade like they don’t
need Febreze, Glade, or Poop-Pouri when
they go to the restroom. Well, I use them
all.
Trust and believe come January 2019,
I will be doing as I always do, bring it
straight with no chaser.
Be safe, Love one another, Happy Holidays and have a Blessed New Year. For
those that are professing to be a Christian

(Christ-like) or a child of God, know that
obedience trumps love and understanding.
Remember also, if you just gotta shot
that pea shooter on New Year’s, aim at the
ground and not the air cause what goes up
will come down.
From me and all the Harrison Family,
Blessings to you all and thank you for
reading. I pray my words touch your spirit
and move you to continue to eat this spiritual soul food.
Till next year,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD –
pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison (Twitter), Robert Bob Harrison
(Facebook)
District Elder | Pastor – True Holiness
Worship Ministries www.trueholinessworshipministry.com coming soon! – 2800
41st Ave. N, St. Pete – www.opendoortrueholinesschurch.org
Church of God and True Holiness,
Intl. www.trueholinesschurches.org
The Gathering of Pastor Member –
Chairman, Outreach and Political Action
Committee
Chaplain – SCLC of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Council
Executive Board Member
Chaplain – Dept. Juvenile Justice for
Circuit 6
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The Richest Ingredient Is Love
Every New Year’s Day, we come together for a
good luck meal. It’s a gathering of traditions and
tastes. Black-eyed peas, greens, and the scent
of grandma’s golden cornbread remind us
that the main ingredient is always love.
Happy New Year from all of us at Publix.
See recipes at publix.com/goodluckmeal

